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Saying Goodbye to a Northside 

Tradition 

 This year Northside seniors will not be 

receiving their diplomas on the football 

field as in years past. Instead on May 21
st

, 

at 4:30 p.m. seniors will be walking across a 

stage at Coleman Coliseum to accept their 

diplomas. 

 

The Tuscaloosa County Board announced 

earlier this year that all Tuscaloosa County 

schools were to conduct their graduation 

ceremonies at the Coleman Coliseum on 

The University of Alabama’s campus.  

 

This is a first in the school’s history. With 

the announcement, many complaints 

surfaced and this decision was being called 

into question. A massive amount of 

feedback came through as the decision 

made its way throughout the community.  

 

In previous years, the football stadium is 

where every graduate of Northside High 

School graduated, and many students as 

well as alumni were disappointed that they 

were now saying goodbye to a tradition. 

 

Some of the concerns were that it was to be 

held 30 to 45 minutes away from the 

school and the community of Samantha.  

And not only was the distance an issue but 

the time of the ceremony also raised 

concerns.  

 

Graduation was to begin at 4:30 in the 

afternoon. For most parents and families, 

many are still working.  And depending on 

the occupation of some attendees, this time 

could be an issue of not getting off in time 

or even not being able to get off at all. 

Which possibly meant missing their 

senior’s graduation.  

 

This decision greatly shook the community 

and the question of whether or not it could 

be changed became extremely important 

for all involved. 

 

 

After principal, Cindy Long, became aware of the disappointment of the community, she 

tried everything in her power to change the circumstance. However, after a long battle, Mrs. 

Long was unsuccessful. Northside’s graduation was to continue at the Coleman Coliseum.  

 

Although she was able to convince the superintendent to change the location; the time, 

however, could not be changed. This led Mrs. Long to make the best decision she could, 

and stuck to the original plan. This was extremely difficult for Mrs. Long because not only is 

she close to this entire community, but she was a graduate of Northside High as well. 

 

 Mrs. Penny Atkinson a graduate of Northside and now a teacher at the school had her fair 

share of pros and cons to this decision made. She said that she could see both sides of the 

issue. However, she was very clear on the closeness of the community to its traditions. 

“Home is where the heart is and for most of these students, graduating out of that football 

field, is every bit of home to them.” Atkinson says. “A lot of people come just to see the kids 

graduating, even if they don’t know anyone graduating. This is a community event.” 

 

The decision for changing location of Northside High School’s graduation was monumental. 

It rocked the community to its core and even after petitions, numerous phone calls, and 

meetings after meetings, the decision had been made permanent. The future graduation of 

Northside High is still in question. However, the unity of this school and community is as 

concrete as ever. This is Northside High and this is the class of 2015. Go Rams! 

 

 
Gabby Buttery 
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The Northside Varsity 
basketball team has had one of 
their best seasons in recent 
memory this year. They 
finished 15-7 and ranked 8th in 
the state. 
 
The students enjoyed the 
success, by packing out the 
gym at every game. 
 
When asked about the success 
and what he credits it to,  
 

Boy Varsity Basketball Experiences 
Most Memorable Season Yet 
Caleb Montgomery 

The varsity baseball team, 
coming off a less than stellar 
season last year, hopes to 
revitalize the program this 
year.  
 
“To win our area” Josh 
Hudson, a junior player, 
replied when asked what the 
team’s goals were for this 
season. 
 
It has been over a decade 
since the team won a State 
Championship in 2001 and 
this team would love to end 
that stretch.  
 

Northside Baseball Hopes to 
Regain an Area Championship 

 
“Lots of practice” Hudson 
replied when asked how they 
prepared for this season. 
 
They are hoping to match the 
2001 team, but for short term 
goals, they want to have a 
better season than last year. 

 

 

 
 
 
The Northside Football team as well as students and alumni experienced one of the best seasons yet. It is 
remarkable the changes they have made in only three seasons. They went from struggling to win two games, to 
hosting a playoff game for the first time in school history. 
 
Students and fans can be excited about this upcoming season.  It is a new year, and a new team. This team wants to 
prove that they are just as good, if not better. When asked what the success of last year does for the team this year, 
Coach Hiliker responded, “It gives everyone confidence to build on.” 
 
The team has improved every year under Coach Hilliker. “Win a playoff,” were the only words said when Coach was 
asked what his goals for this season were. 
Speaking on the growth of the program Coach Hilliker said, “If we continue to do the things we are doing, we will 
continue to improve” 
 
There will be many holes to fill as there were many seniors starting. There will definitely have to be a next man up 
mentality if they want to build off the success of last year. Needless to say, students will have something to cheer 
about come next football season. 
 

        From a Struggling Team to a Playoff Team 
             Caleb Montgomery 

Coach Green said “I give 
credit to all the guys growing 
up over the last couple of 
years.” 
 
Coach Green also talked 
about this team compared to 
past teams. “One of the best, 
most enjoyable teams I have 
coached.” 
 
He also spoke on the growth 
of the program, “The JV team 
is one of the best so the 
future looks bright.” 
 
The basketball team has 
transformed over the last 
couple years to one of the 
best Northside has seen. 
 
Even though, they were 
eliminated in the first round, 
there is no doubt that they 
represented Northside with 
pride and class. 
 

 

Caleb Montgomery 

 

 

“Win a 

Playoff”—

Coach Hilliker 
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The 8 Do’s and Don’ts of 
Prom 

Gabby Buttery 
 
As prom season approaches, juniors and  
seniors become anxious for the days waiting.  
Here’s a few tips to get you prepared:  
 
 

 

 
The Do’s 

1.Eat before. Nobody eats there. 
(Even though we all secretly think the food looks delicious.) 
2.Wear comfy shoes for dancing. 
 Otherwise you are one of “those girls” 
 that walk around barefoot. Gross! 
3.Take pictures with the chaperoning teachers. 
 Especially Kenny when she breaks out her high heels.  
Don’t worry. She wipes off the dust first. 
4.Have a plan before and after prom.  
It’s not cool when you are eating at McDonald’s 
 before and after prom.      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Don’ts  
1.Don’t take pictures at Capitol Park. 
Everyone, and yes, I mean everyone takes 
pictures there, and you want to stand out. 
2.DO NOT let your mother do your hair. 
Both of you will end up killing each other 
by the end of the night, and you will need a 
new hair brush come Monday. 
3.Please don’t be the girl that falls down 
the stairs. Grab yo man, the rail, the 
stranger in front of you. Just don’t fall 
down. You will be made fun of. 
4.Don’t get crazy pre-prom. Teachers are 
not oblivious. You will get thrown out and 
you will no longer be Mrs. Long’s BFF. 

 

 

To all the seniors who still 

don’t have a clue… 
 
Gabby Buttery 

Over the years, seniors have had to deal with the 
stress and intense pressure of graduation, college, 
exams, and careers.  
They have to mentally prepare themselves for their 
future and all the stress that comes with it. 
Personally, I feel graduation is the one celebration 
that we work toward all of our young life. Seniors 
have the real struggle, y’all.  
Often when we are asked about our future and our 
goals, most of us just smile and pretend we did not 
hear the question. Because in all honesty, we 
literally have no idea: Not one. There are, however, 
some things that we are absolutely sure about:  
We can finally go to the bathroom without 
interrupting class by raising our hands. 

 

Only to come back and take the walk of shame ten 
minutes later because we all know what was going 
on back there.  
There is no longer a race to the mailbox between 
you and your parents for that final report card.  
But the most bittersweet of all, we can stop 
worrying about the forged notes sent to the office 
in the morning. (Actually, that is probably a lie. 
Forging is in our nature.) 
All in all, seniors, it is okay you have no idea. We 
have 4+ more years to stress about all new things. 
So, see—something to look forward to. We are all 
in this together. Here’s to the class of 2015! 
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“Popular Science” Club 
Victoria Gibson 
 

 
One of the most popular clubs at Northside is the 
Science Club.  Mrs. Kendrick is the sponsor of the club, 
and they meet during and after school.  
 
The members study physics and other ecological 
sciences.  One of the reasons it is so popular is that 
Mrs. Kendrick loves sharing her enthusiasm for science 
with the students.  She says “I love all students who 
participate in science club activities.” 
 
An extension of science club is the robotic team.  
Many students who are involved with the robotics 
program are also members of the science club.   
 
The robotics team competes in several different 
categories that relate to all aspects of engineering. 
  
Other activities that the science club takes part in is 

the sampling of the Northside Creek, volunteering at the Northriver Watershed Festival, and teaching first graders at Walker 
Elementary about aquatic ecology. 
 
As well as doing activities here at Northside, the science club also travels to Dauphin Island to take aquatic samples of Mobile 
Bay and the Gulf of Mexico to learn more  about the Mobile Bay Watershed.   
 
It is no surprise that the science club is one of the most popular clubs here at school.  If learning about the environment, going 
on scientific adventures, and building robots, then check out the science club! 

 

 
 
 

 

 Give me Wi-Fi or Give me Death 
Cheyenne Fleenor 

 
Students at Northside High and other surrounding schools do not have the luxury of    Wi-Fi. The 

technology department has been battling with this for quite some time and hopefully they are 

finding solutions to this problem.  

 

When asked to weigh in on the situation and whether or not he agreed with the school not having Wi-Fi, librarian, 

Coach Parsons said, “It has to be because of a hardware issue.” 

 

When given the news sophomore, Erin Chism, was shocked. She replied, “I always assumed we didn’t have Wi-Fi 

because students had made bad decisions, but I didn’t realize I was wrong in my assumption and hope Wi-Fi is 

restored.” 

 

Will we ever regain Wi-Fi? This was also another hot topic discussed by the librarian who said, “Yes, hopefully next 

year.” 

 

Indeed, we all can hope to have Wi-Fi but ultimately it’s left up to the Tech Department to have the final say.  
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The New iPhone  
By: Candice Leonard  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new iPhone has been getting a lot of 
publicity lately. It’s definitely a level up in the 
cell phone world. With this new and updated 
version of the iPhone, more and more people 
are being seen with the new iPhone. 
  
The iPhone 6 is bigger and has better quality, 
Brittany Jones seems to like it. She says a few of 
the perks of the iPhone 6 is that “the 6 and 5 
both have compatible chargers,  and how she 
can only go two weeks tops without it.”  

 

Terra Hocutt is very happy with her new 
iPhone. She says that “the iPhone 6 plus 
has better service, and better camera than 
the iPhone 6.” Terra also pointed out other 
advances in technology this year, “The 
iPhone 6, tablets and iPad minis.”  
 
The iPhone 6 continues to spark the 
interest in millions. However, it may not be 
long before the iPhone 7 comes along and 
becomes the new talk in the technology 
world. 

Personal Electronic 
Devices in Schools 
Lucas Rowland 
 
With all of the technological advancements of the 
modern age, it’s no small wonder why high schools are 
now allowing students to bring their own electronic 
devices to class. 
  
More and more schools have allowed students to 
bring smartphones, tablets, and personal computers 
for school use. When ask about his thoughts on the 
use of such devices for educational purposes, Coach 
Parsons said he likes the idea, stating that, “students 
are able to look up information on a familiar device or 
when computers are taken.” 
  
However, things aren’t always so great. Use of 
personal devices has its share of cons as well. Not 
every student will use their smartphone to look up 
something for a class. Some, instead, prefer to play 
games or get on social media sites, thus wasting their 
class time. 
  
In the end, it’s a trade-off. Students always have 
access to information, but will also abuse such 
privileges. The whole concept of personal electronic 
devices in schools is a constant debate, but one which 
is well worth an argument.  
 

 

Northside Teen Prepares for Mission 

Work This Summer 
Haley Michaels 

Kaylee Camp, a sophomore here at Northside, will be attending the 

E-TEAM Chicago 2015 missions’ trip this June. 

 

E-TEAM stands for Eagleton-Teen and Active in Missions. It is a 

Free Will Baptist organization that sends teens in tenth to twelfth 

grade to home and international missions. 

  

Each year they pick ten teams of twelve Christian high school 

students, pair them with a small group of guardians and 

missionaries, and send them to make an impact on the world around 

them. 

  

Kaylee was chosen to be a part of the team heading to Chicago, 

Illinois along with eleven other students from around the country.  

She says she is looking forward to the trip because she will be 

allowed to “look at missions from the point of view of the 

missionary instead of being an on-looker.” 

 

Kaylee says that she has always been interested in mission work 

since she was very young.  She always looked forward to the 

missionaries coming to her church and presenting their plans as 

they go out in the world.   

 

She became interested in the E-Team when they came to her church 

and provided a summary of their work as well as  testimonies from 

other young people.  At that moment she wanted to be a part of 

such a worthy and selfless organization.   

  

During the trip to Chicago, she will be helping with the local 

church’s vacation bible school, distributing flyers for Northwest 

Church Ministries, painting, cleaning, landscaping, and performing 

team mime and musical performances. 

  

Her team’s host missionaries are David and Pam Potete from 

Northwest Church. And she will be spending June 11th through the 

16th training at Welch College in Nashville, Tennessee. On June 

17th her team mates and she will fly to Chicago and stay until the 

30th. They will then fly back to Nashville for debriefing and closing 

ceremonies.  

 

As Kaylee embarks on this mission trip, our thoughts and prayers 

will be with her.  The NorthSide Story  is proud to showcase a 

student with such a big heart who is willing to sacrifice part of her 

summer in order to serve others.   
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Looking for something to 

read, watch or play:  
Check Out These 
Reviews 

Review of The House of 
Hades 
Book IV: Heroes of 
Olympus Series 
 Sophia Newcomb 
 
An epic continuation to a modern legend 
that has since defined a generation of young 
readers. The fourth installment to this series 
reunites us with our beloved heroes on their 
journey to close the doors of death, which 
may end with one’s final breath.  
 
While six demigods fight their inner demons 
among the skies and seas, two must 
confront actual ones below in the land of 
Tarturus. The final battle is soon to come. In 
which both Gods and men must join hands 
in order to destroy the creator of all things. 
Percy, Annabeth, Jason, Piper, Leo, Frank, 
Nico, and Hazel.  
We have clung to the very edge of our seats 
as we followed this astounding odyssey, and 
the lives of heroic outcasts that have stolen 
the hearts of millions.  
 
After all of the tears.  
The laughter. 
The never ending thrills. 
It has begun. 
The beginning of the end. 
 

 

 
Destiny:  Does it live up to the 
hype? 
Michael West 
 
Destiny is a Massive Multiplayer Online Game that has the 
same grinding aspect of any MMO. You play missions to earn 
gear, but the better gear is harder to obtain. And so you 
continuously play these missions until you get the pieces that 
you wanted. 
 
The idea of this game is that you play through a storyline of 
rather repetitive missions where you fight off hordes of 
enemies, to reach the end point where usually is a boss, or 
one very powerful enemy, waiting. Once you finish the main 
storyline, there really is not much to do within the game.  
 
There is daily and weekly resets of very difficult missions that 
you can complete in an attempt to obtain very rare and 
valuable gear. There is also an online competitive multiplayer 
where you play and try to kill other people and complete the 
object of the game mode. 
 
 There is downloadable content already on the game (being 
that it requires forty gigabytes of drive space) which you 
eventually have to pay for to gain access, once Bungie adds 
the finishing touches.  
 
For players that can’t buy the DLC, however, this game can 
become very monotonous and un-enjoyable.  

 

American Sniper 
Megan Crowell 

American Sniper is a movie about 

Chris Kyle who was a Navy Seal who 

fought in the Iraq War.  
 

American Sniper is a thrilling and 

heart felt film about Chris Kyle’s job 
as a sniper who has to make life and 

death decisions.  

 

Bradley Cooper does an excellent 
job as he accurately depicts the 

life of Chris Kyle.   

 

I strongly suggest that you 

watch this movie, for the movie 
makes one appreciate the 

soldiers that fight for America’s 

freedom. 

 


