
 

 
 

Staffing 

The practice is to be staffed by a licensed, board certified, nurse practitioner (CRNP) trained in family 
medicine, which includes pediatric and adolescent health care. A Board Certified Pediatrician or Family 
Medicine physician provides supervision and oversight of the center. Licensed nurses support the CRNP in 
clinical activities. The practice staff is dedicated to creating a safe and inviting environment for youth. 

 

Hours of Operation 
Hours of operation will be set as part of the planning process with school leadership and parent advisors. 
Typical hours for school based health centers include hours of access before and/or after school (example: 
opening at 7:00 a.m. or closing after 3:00 p.m.). 

 

Who Will Be Served 

A school based health center targets students of the school system as the primary population to be served. 
Many health centers are open to members of the community and thereby provide much needed access to 
primary care services. Parent consent is required for students, and practice procedures promote maximum 
involvement of parents in the health care process. The school or school system will not release any information 
about a student or family without a signed ‘release of information’ document signed in advance by the parent or 
legal guardian.  A student will not be taken to the school based health center by any school or school system 
personnel without the advance approval of the parent or legal guardian. 
 

Access to Care 

Insurance is billed whenever possible in order to sustain the practice. Visit fee discounts are available for those 
who qualify. Students of the school system will receive care regardless of their ability to pay. 
 

Prevention Focused Services 

Services at the School Based Health Center target prevention of illness and promoting healthy children and 
healthy lifestyles. Students can be treated for acute illnesses, such as flu, and chronic conditions, including 
asthma and diabetes. They can also be screened for dental, vision, and hearing problems. 
 

Services Include: 
 Diagnosing and treating injury and illness 

 Chronic Disease Management (asthma, diabetes, etc.) 

 Comprehensive physical exams 

 Immunizations 

 Sports Physicals 

 Health Screenings 

 Laboratory tests 

 Referrals to specialty services as needed 
 

 

School Based Health Center 
A School Based Health Center provides a range of standard, age-
appropriate service to the students of a school, their families, and 
school staff, as directed and permitted by the school system. The 
facility is typically 2500 sq. ft. and is made possible through the 
School Based Health Center Capital Funding program.  
 

 



School Based Health Center Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. If constructed, where will the school based health center be located? 
The school based health center will be located on school system property but as a detached, stand alone 
building. A survey of existing school system property determined that the area right off of Highway 216 once you 
pass Brookwood Elementary would be the best site. The site would be located right across Highway 216 from the 
Marathon Gas Station and Dollar General.    
 
There will be a separate entrance and parking area between the school based health center and elementary 
school; fencing or other barrier construction will be developed for separation and security concerns between the 
center’s location and that of the elementary school. 

 
2. How will my child be referred to the school based health clinic? 

Schools will make parents aware of the school based health clinic services and opportunities they have to access 
its services. Only a parent or legal guardian can decide whether or not their child will receive services. The school 
or school system will not release any information about a student or family without a signed ‘release of 
information’ document signed in advance by the parent or legal guardian.  A student will not be taken to the 
school based health center by any school or school system personnel without the advance approval of the parent 
or legal guardian. 

 
3. What information will the school based center health staff have about my child? 

The school based health center staff will only have information about a child that is provided by the parent or legal 
guardian. The school or school system will not release any information about a student or family without a signed 
‘release of information’ document signed in advance by the parent or legal guardian. 
 

4. How will this affect nursing services at the local school? 
Nursing services, protection of student information, and medical authorizations at the local school will not change. 
The school may benefit from support at the school for health-related events (vision screenings, wellness days, 
etc.) just as we do now from school based health center staff if possible. We have always obtained volunteers 
and additional support from other agencies when possible to assist with these events and are always supervised 

and under the control of the school nursing staff and administration. 
 

5. What information is provided to the federal government or agency of the federal government? 
All information is protected at the school based health center just as it is under current law when a child is treated 
at a hospital or other medical facility. Aggregate statistical data (example: total number of patients served, number 
of flu cases, etc.) may be reported but no personally identifiable information is released without parent/legal 
guardian/patient written consent. 

 
6. What information is released to the local school about my child’s health condition or services 

provided? 
The school based health center will not release any information to school personnel unless there is a need and 
consent in writing is given by the parent or legal guardian. School system personnel will not have access to the 
center’s records, written or technology-linked. 

 
7. Why is the school system considering a health center and how will the school system benefit? 

While health services are not a direct component of a school system’s educational mission, schools provide many 
services (examples: breakfast; after school services; etc.) that are heavily relied upon by many families. The 
school system receives no financial benefit; the school system’s sole reason for consideration of this project is as 
an assistance and support to the families of our schools and the community in general. 

 
8. Why have parents or the community not been engaged in this discussion? 

Although the initial discussion took place several months ago, it was only a possibility for funding. Just recently 
have we received notification that funding is possible and more details about the proposed project. A decision will 
not be made until parent and community feedback has been given and related operational questions have been 
answered. 

 
Survey Link for Parent & Community Input: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BWOODSBHC 
OPEN until noon on Friday, September 25, 2015. 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BWOODSBHC

