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Riverside Family, 

As many of you have been made aware, Governor Ivey has declared that schools will close for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. The faculty and staff at Riverside are truly disappointed that we won't 
have the opportunity to complete all of the activities that we planned for our students this last nine weeks. 
Personally, I was looking forward to the AR class party, Honors and Award's Night, the perfect attendance 
luncheon, the May Day field day, the 8th grade trip to Six Flags, and most importantly the 8th grade Promotion 
Ceremony. All of these would have been firsts for me as Principal of Collins- Riverside, and I hate I won't be able 
to share these experiences with the students. 

With that being said, I couldn't be more proud of how hard the students and faculty worked this school 
year. Before the break, students were shattering accelerated reading benchmarks and were making strides in the 
areas math and science. The CRMS band was the only band in the county to receive all superior ratings at MPA. 

The 7th grade robotics team was preparing for the robotics competition at the University of Alabama, and the 8th 

grade ACT prep students were set to complete the ACT test on April 4th, becoming the first group at Riverside to 
take the test. The teachers and students worked so diligently to effectively change the culture and climate of Collins
Riverside Middle School. We developed a new way of doing things, the "Riverside Way," and I hope that the 8th 

graders carry the principles of being respectful, responsible, and resilient with them each and every day. I am 
hopeful that the scientists and medical professionals will come up with a treatment or a vaccine that would allow 
for us to have a Summer Promotion Ceremony for our 8th graders. 

For our Riverside athletes, I am disappointed that you did not have a chance to complete your seasons and 
play for a city/county championship. All of you have been working so hard and have put in so much time in your 
relative areas. The Riverside softball and baseball teams were off to wonderful starts, and I have no doubt that they 
would have been competing for a trophy at the end of the s·eason. The track team and the newly formed soccer team 

also had their seasons cut short, and I hope many of those 7th graders return to complete their first full seasons next 
year. 

Now is the time where we as a school and community show how "resilient" we truly are. Although the 
building is closed, we as a faculty will do everything we can to make sure we provide our students with resources 
and materials to stay active and on track academically. The system is currently creating the guidelines on how we 
will approach the remainder of this school year. Once the information is released, we will update all of the parents 
and students. In addition, we are currently working at Riverside to create a schedule for students to retrieve their 
belongings out of their lockers and a system to return textbooks. Our goal is to have a plan where the building is 
periodically open and also create a time for someone to be at the school to answer phone calls. The nurse will 
contact all of the students who have medicine at the school individually to come in and pick up their prescriptions. I 
am sure many of you will have questions in the coming weeks, and we will do our best to answer them. As of now, 
the best way to reach our faculty is through email. The entire faculty is listed on the schools webpage ·at 
http://collinsriversidemiddle.tcss.net. 

We will tackle these issues head on because we are Tigers, we are resilient, and we can adapt to any 
situation. Be safe Riverside Family, and adhere to all the policies concerning Covid-19. 

Principal 
Collins Riverside Middle School 
#Riverside Way All Day! 


