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Section 1: Intro., Society, Changes  
The Renaissance 

• French for “rebirth” or “revival” 

• In Europe= c. 1300-1600  

• Rediscovery of ancient Greek and Roman ideas, art, culture 

and philosophy 

• Included many fields (art, literature, science etc.) 

• Era of recovery from the Black Death (1347-1350s) 

• Decline of feudalism= allowed the Renaissance to happen 

 

Renaissance Begins in Italy: Why? 

1. Italy= on the ruins of the center of the Roman Empire 

2. Access to ideas of Byzantines, Turks, Arabs b/c of trade 

3. Money from trade funded art/new knowledge 

 

Northern Renaissance 

• N. Renaissance= Netherlands, France, Eng. etc. 

• Mid-16th cen.= Italy declines as center of Renaissance 

• Trade routes shift to the Atlantic 

• Part of N. Ren. is the Reformation= focused on “purifying” the 

Christian/Catholic Church 

• Monarchs want control over Catholic churches in their territory 

 

Renaissance Society 

• Three estates: 

• clergy (first estate) 

• nobility (second estates)  

• peasants and inhabitants of towns and cities (third 

estate)= 85%-90% of the total population 

• Nobility 

• 2% to 3% but were powerful  

• Ideals of the aristocrat, Baldassare Castiglione (1478-

1529), The Book of the Courtier 

• Impeccable character, “breeding”/dignity, 

military service, standards of conduct, classical 

education, well-developed personality 

 

Italian Renaissance Humanism 

• Intellectual and cultural movement= humanism  

• Came from study of classical Greek and Roman 

texts/culture 

• Focused on human potential and achievement.  

• Humanist scholars studied a variety of areas (history, 

astronomy, physics, mathematics, chemistry, medicine, poetry, 

philosophy, politics, and the fine arts) not just religion 
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Christian Humanists 

• Critical of the Church- wanted to inspire people to live a 

“Christian life” + reform society 

• Promoted education 

• Best known CHs 

• Desiderius Erasmus, wrote The Praise of Folly  

• Thomas More, wrote Utopia  

 

Impact of Printing 

• Northern Humanists' = people should be able to read the Bible 

for themselves 

• Johannes Gutenberg= invented printing press 

• Movable metal type, 1445-1450 

• Bible, 1455 or 1456- first full-sized book  printed 

• Circulated widely and printed vernacular (common 

native languages) 

• Results 

• Development of scholarly research 

• Standard textbooks were developed 

• Lay reading public- cook books, novels etc.  

 

Section 2: Italian Renaissance Art 
Art and Patronage 

• Italians were willing to spend a lot of money on art.  

• Patrons= wealthy people who funded artists/art 

• Art communicated social, political, and spiritual values.  

• Bankers/merchants had the money. 

• Consumption of art was a status symbol for the 

wealthy, so the importance of talented artists rose 

during the Renaissance 

 

Artistic Renaissance 

• New Renaissance style 

• Laws of perspective and geometrical organization of 

outdoor space and light 

• Investigation of movement and anatomical structure 

• High Renaissance 

• Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)= Realism and idealism 

• Raphael (1483-1520)= Ideal of beauty 

• Michelangelo (1475-1564)= Divine beauty 

 

Characteristics of Italian Renaissance Art 

1. Perspective 

2. Classicism  

3. Emphasis on Individualism 

4. Geometrical Arrangement of Figures 

5. Light & Shadowing= Chiaroscuro  

6. Softening Edges = Sfumato 
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1. Perspective 

• First use of linear  perspective= sense of depth created in a 

painting 

• The School of Athens (1509-1511), Raphael 

• The Trinity (1427) Masaccio   

 

2.Classicism  

• Greco-Roman influence 

• Secular (Worldly)  

• Humanism 

• Symmetry/Balance 

• The “Classical Pose” Medici Venus 

 

3. Emphasis on Individualism 

• Isabella d’Este (1499) – da Vinci, 1499 

• The Tailor (1570–1575), Giovanni Battista Moroni 

 

 

4. Geometrical Arrangement of Figures 

• The figure as architecture 

• The Dreyfus Madonna with the Pomegranate (1469), da 

Vinci 

 

5. Light & Shadowing= Chiaroscuro  

• Chiaroscuro= An element in art, (Italian for lightdark) 

defined as a bold contrast between light and dark 

• Crucifixion of St. Peter (1600), Caravaggio  

 

6. Softening Edges = Sfumato 

• Sfumato (from Italian sfumare, “to tone down,” or “to 

evaporate like smoke”), in painting or drawing, term 

designating fine shading that produces soft, imperceptible 

transitions between colors and tones 

• Ginevra de’ Benci (1475), da Vinci  

 

Italian Renaissance: Patrons, Artists, Works   

Medici in Florence 

• Cosmo de’ Medici controlled the Florentine oligarchy in 1434 

• Called a republic, but in name only 

• Patrons of the arts 

 

Filippo Brunelleschi 

• Commissioned to design the cathedral dome- Cuppolo of St. 

Maria 

del Fiore  

• Used unique architectural concepts 

• Studied the ancient  

Pantheon in Rome. 

• Used ribs for support 
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Dome Comparisons 

• Brunelleschi’s influence was immense. For five hundred years 

architects of Europe and America have followed in  his 

footsteps.  

 

Renaissance “Man” 

• Broad knowledge in different fields  

• Deep knowledge/skill in one area 

• Able to link information to create new knowledge 

• Greek ideal of the “well-rounded man” at heart of Renaissance 

education 

 

Leonardo DaVinci 

• The Renaissance Man 

• Artist 

• Sculptor 

• Architect 

• Scientist 

• Engineer 

• Inventor 

 

Mona Lisa (1503-1506), Leonardo da Vinci 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pieta (1499), Michelangelo Buonarroti 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sistine Chapel (1508-1512), Michelangelo 

 

 

 

 

 

The School of Athens (1510 -11), Raphael 

 

 

 

 

 

Birth of Venus (1485), Botticelli 
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Section 3: Northern Renaissance 
Northern Renaissance Overview 

• Northern Renaissance = the Renaissance in northern Europe, or 

more broadly in Europe outside Italy  

• Before c. 1500 the Italian Renaissance had almost no influence 

outside Italy 

• Hundred Years’ War bet. France-England ended in 1453= 

cities grew after, led to urban merchants becoming wealthy 

patrons of the arts 

• 1st in Flanders (Belgium) then wider N. Europe 

• England + France= monarchs are patrons 

 

Northern Renaissance: Patrons, Artists, Works   

Characteristics of Northern Renaissance Art 

1. Attention to details 

2. Tendency toward realism & naturalism  

3. Interest in landscapes 

4. Emphasis on middle-class and peasant life 

5. Details of domestic interiors 

6. Skill in portraiture 

 

Jan van Eyck (1395 – 1441) 

• Most influential Flemish painter.  

• Known for the detail in his paintings 

• Mother and Chancellor Rolin (1435) 

 

Adoration of the Lamb (1432), Van Eyck 

 

 

 

 

 

Giovanni Arnolfini and His Wife (aka Wedding Portrait) (1434) 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ugly Dutchess (1465-1530), Quentin Massys 

 

 

 

 

 

The Moneylender & His Wife (1514), Quentin Massys 
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Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528) 

• Greatest of German artists 

• A scholar as well as an artist 

• Patron=Emperor Maximilian I 

• Scientist, mathematician, engineer 

• Self-Portrait at 26, 1498 

 

Self-Portrait in Fur-Collared Robe (1500), Dürer 

 

 

 

 

 

Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse (1498), Dürer 

 

 

 

 

 

Renaissance in England 

• Renaissance reaches Eng. by mid-1500s= Elizabethan Age 

• Queen Elizabeth I ruled 1558-1603; supported art + 

literature 

• William Shakespeare= most famous writer of the age + 

possibly all time 

 

Section 4: The State 
Western Europe in the Renaissance 

• Centralized monarchies =western Europe 

• Decentralized gov’ts= central and eastern Europe 

• New monarchies stabilized France, Spain, England 

 

France 

• Recovered quickly from Hundred Years War 

• Charles VII created first truly royal army 

• Louis XI gained middle class support, expanded area of royal 

control 

• Taille (annual direct tax)- permanent source of income for the 

state/monarch- strengthened the monarchy  

 

England 

• Magna Carta (1215) weakened power of monarchy 

• War of the Roses (1450s-1485)- civil war, fight over the 

monarchy 

• Henry VII (1485-1509) + Tudors- established a new dynasty 

• Abolished private armies of the nobility, strengthened 

the power of the monarchy 
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Spain 

• Isabella of Castile, and Ferdinand of Aragon 

• Marry and bring the nation closer to unity 

• Strengthen royal control of the government 

• Force religious uniformity 

 

The Italian States 

• Five Major Italian States 

• Milan, Venice, Florence, Naples, Papal States 

• Milan 

• One of the richest states 

• Sforza conquers in 1447 

• Florence 

• Small wealthy merchant oligarchy 

• Cosmo de’ Medici controlled the oligarchy-1434 

• Republican government for appearances 

 

Holy Roman Empire (Germany) 

• Holy Roman Empire fails to develop strong monarchical 

authority  

• After 1438 position of Holy Roman emperor in the hands of 

the Habsburgs 

• No bureaucracy, royal army, national parliament, or 

power to tax 

 

Machiavelli 

• Niccolò Machiavelli (1469-1527) 

• wrote The Prince (1513) 

• A prince may do whatever is necessary to 

protect his state= ends justifies the means 

• Power as it is in fact, not as it “should” be 

 


